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he computer terminals that serve patrons in a medical library 
are one result of the electronic revolution that has completely 
changed the field of health science communications. Com- 
puterized literature retrieval systems produce needed infor- 
mation in a matter of minutes. A somewhat comparable 
revolution occurred about 530 years ago. In 1454, one year 
after the fall of Constantinople, the first European book 
printed with movable type (and bearing a date) appeared. 

From the beginning of our civilization man has searched for methods of com- 
munication. Cave drawings and paintings were followed by carvings in stone, 
then by writing on vellum and on paper. Thousands of scribes spent lifetimes 
writing to spread the word. Even so, by the end of the Middle Ages the 
manuscript trade could no longer keep up with a greatly expanded reading 
public. The answer to increased literacy and to the growing demand for 
religious, artistic and instructional matter was movable type. 

Incunabula is the term used to identify texts printed with movable type before 
1501. The Latin word incunabula means the apparatus of a cradle, regarded 
as the symbol of infancy. The child, the printed book, was born in Mainz or 
in that area around 1450, and the next 50 years constitute its period of 
"infancy." 

Johann Gutenberg's invention spread quickly, first to neighboring towns and 
then to many European cities. Albrecht Pfister introduced printing to Bamberg, 
Johann Mentelin to Strassburg, Ulrich Zell to Cologne. Two German clerics, 
Konrad Sweynheym and Arnold Pannartz brought printing to Italy — printing 
first in Subiaco, and by 1 467 in Rome. Printing was introduced to Switzerland 
around 1468, to France in 1470, to Spain and the Low Countries in 1472. 
William Caxton introduced printing in England in 1476-7. These printers initially 
concentrated on theological and legal works as well as on classics in demand 
at the time. In 50 years approximately 40,000 editions were printed, totalling 
6,000,000 copies. Science and medicine reached readers mainly after the 
market has been glutted with other works. This enormous escalation of out- 
put, referred to by many as the diffusion of knowledge, may be compared only 
with the computerized dissemination of information of our time. 

The earliest printed medical book is generally accepted to be Jean Charlier 
de Gerson's tracts on self-abuse titled De pollutione nocturna, printed in 
Cologne by Ulrich Zell in around 1466. The National Library of Medicine owns 
the second edition of this work, also printed by Zell around 1 467. In the latter 
year Hrabanus Maurus' De sermonum proprietate; sive, Opus de universo was 
printed by Adolf Rusch in Strassburg. The work describing the universe includes 
a chapter on medicine titled De medicina. The Library has the first edition of 
this work. 
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Cerson, Jean Charlier de. De pollutione nocturna. De 
cognitinre castitatis et pollutionibus diurnis. Cologne, 
UlrichZel, ca. 1467. Title page of second edition. 
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Hippocrates. Aphorismi, sive Sententiae. [Nuremberg, 
Caspar Hochfeder, 1496.] Third page of second edition. 



From 1467 on, medical books, and books in 
related fields, appeared in a growing number of 
European cities. Arnold C. Klebs' Incunabula scien- 
tifica et medica lists 1060 individual works (in ap- 
proximately 3000 editions in all), of which some 
900 can be classed as medical. The National Library 
of Medicine has 51 6 works, in 537 editions, printed 
before 1501. Most of these medical and scientific 
books were printed in prospering cities that were 
close to universities. It is therefore not surprising 
that the printers of Venice published more than 550 
editions. Rome followed Venice, producing about 
227 editions, Paris 214, Leipzig 204, Augsburg 179, 
Cologne 156, Lyons 136, Strassburg 101, Antwerp 
95, and Nurnberg about 93 scientific and medical 
editions. In 50 years the printing of scientific and 
medical books spread to more than 120 cities. 

The output of medical works was decided by the 
printers, and the printers were businessmen, whose 
goal was to meet the needs of their customers. The 
public's demand can be determined by the output 
of the manuscript trade, which was well established 



by the middle of the fifteenth century. The printer 
had some estimate of the quantitative demand for 
books and had some idea of what kind of books 
the public was interested in. Thus the printer was 
essential not only in the diffusion of books but also 
in the diffusion of knowledge. 

In the field of science the two most-published 
authors were Albert the Great (Albertus Magnus) 
and Aristotle. Albert the Great's popularity was 
based mainly on his Secreta mulierum (a work on 
cosmetics) and his Liber aggregationis (a book on 
the virtues of herbs, stones and animals). Of the lat- 
ter, the Library has 5 editions, the earliest published 
in 1483. The Secreta mulierum et virorum is 
represented by 7 editions, the first printed by Adam 
de Rottweil in Venice, in 1478. The richness of the 
Library's collection is reflected in other important 
works by Albert the Great, including his Deanima, 
De animalibus (both in 2 different editions), De 
generatione et corruptione, Mariale, De 
mineralibus, Philosophia pauperum in 3 editions, 
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m mnencordia imploro . quatmusboccum 
bono augmcto ad (alubre fwem puenire con 
cedat . Obboc quippe laboris mci opulcula q 
T i uicium xpi lpfius largiente gracia facras 
fenpturas exponedo ,put potui cxpcndi non 
fine vf a comunioe Habere volui : fed aliqujs 
tra/latas atq: cSmentanos in diuims Iibros 
rofcnptos vfe veneracioni direxi . <Muper 
quia vos qndo in pfencia v?flra fui coptum 
vos habere dixiftis aliquod opulculu me no 
uiter rofecifle de fmonu ^prictate.tSC mifti 
ra reru fgmficacione.Quod ecia a mea par' 
uitatc poftulaftis vo£ dingi. Feci hbent qd 
pctiftis.cV ipfu op? vobisin vigintiduobus 
libris tcrmiatfi trafmifi : vt fi fercnitati vre 
placuerit cora vobis relegi illud facia tis.& 
fi a liquid in co dignu emedacione reptu fue 
rit cu veftris fagaciffimis lecflonb^.^ut ra/ 
cio didlat illud cmedare curetis. Sunt enim 
in co plura expofita de reru naturis : 8< vcr> 
bo2p ,pprietatibus. nec no ecia de miftica re 
rufjgnifieaeione.Quod idcirco itaordinan' 
dum eftimaui.vt lector prudens continuati 
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rum rerum expfan.icionem :et fic fansfacere 
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dC creator omniu eft .aut ab eo condita crea 
tura.quia cx ipfo 8< p ipfu & in ipfo fut om' 
nia -qui fecit celum iX. terra y mare &i omnia 
que in eis fut . Sic ergo pmum de ipfo fumo 
bono SC ve\ coditore noftro: Hoc eft patre ct 
f 1I10 8s. {piritufoncflo . vno 8t (olo ommpote* 
te deo luxta pa> uitate mgcnii mci qntum di 
inna gfa me poile conceffit fcnbendo«liqua 
diflerui . Poftc i vero de celeftibus dC treftri 
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done luxta mifticum fenfu fimul poCta iriue 

niret . Et quia de (anefhs bomimbus.'qui in 
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acfconibus mifticis necnon 8< de Ions in qui 

bus babitabant- filere me mo couemt . nomr« -> t* 1 *^" 

ipfo2p fimul et loco2f ex bebraica lingua in la 

rmam trSsferre placuit. vt indc facilius my 

fticam fignificacione; explanare poflim. Ad 
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de lmguis genciu . de regnis rmlitum cium 
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jptibus eius.5< reliquis animatibus.de lapi 

dibus lignis 8C berbis-'que in tra gignuntur 

de varus artibus atrq? artifinis SC alas mul' 

tis •' que omnia in ^bemio enum?ran longu 

eft.Pi^oiniie quod de bis bic pofui nuc fuffi' 

ciat.ceteiu autc in capitulis fingulo2f libr02c 

diligecius ea enumcrare curaui. Dccreui en» 

boc totum op? vt Cup dixi in vigintiduos Ii/ 

bros difpcrtin . (lib quo numero vctus tefta 

metum legis diume inrcrpres beatus biero' 

mmus coplexum fe affcruit: ex cuius in rerp 

tacione et expoficione quedaj obfeura in boc 

ope elucidaui.Tu aute eledle dne 8t regum 

kariffime.acceptis bis que tibi tranfmifi vtc 

re eis vtdecet.ct ta tibi quS illisqui fub tuo 

regiminc fut coftituti.ea vtilia eflepmittei 

quatinus tuu bonum ftudium multis ^ueni 

at ad fpintale ,pf edlum . et fiat t a tibi quam 

ilhs fpintale exeracid a tq? celeftis gaudii in 

cremc turn. Imi tare lllius (apietis viri exem 

plum : qui de fapiecie laude ^tulit tale pco' 

mum dicens . Inuocaui et vemt in me (pirit? 

fapiecie . S< prepofui illS regnis et (cdibus et 

diuiaas nihil c(Ve dixi in copacioc lllius nec 

coparaui ill] lapidem ^ciofu.quoniam omne 

auru in coparacioneilhus barena e exigua. 

6C tanqj lutum c ftimabif argentum in alpec 

tu illius. Sup falutem et Ipecie dilexi ilia. et 

^pofui ^ luce Habere illa.quoniam mextin'. 

guibile e lumen lllius . Venerunt autem mibi 

omnia bona pariter cu ilia . 8i innumerabilis 

boneftas p manus lllius Et letatus {u in om 

nibusquoma antecedebat me ifta fapiecia . 

Qua fine fidione didici .et Cne inuidia com/ 

mumco.ck boneftatem lllius non abfeondo . 

Infinttus enrm the Taurus e bominibus . Quo 

qui vC fut partieipes facto fut amicicie dei. 

quomodo tpfe fapiecie dux eft. S< fapieaum 





Hrabanus Maurus. De sermonum proprietate, sive Opusde universo. [Strassburg, Adolf Rusch, 1467. 
First page with initial "D" colored in black, blue and red. 
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two printed by the Brescian Baptista Farfengus and 
one in Venice by Georgius Arrivabenus.ln addition, 
the Library has the Logica published in Pavia 
around 1490. The Logica is not in Klebs, but is 
generally considered to be a scientific work. Aristo- 
tle is represented in the collection by the first edi- 
tion of his Opera (in Latin, without the commen- 
tary), published in Augsburg by Ambrosius Keller 
in 1479. The Library has 3 of the 4 existing editions 
of De animalibus, including the first edition publish- 
ed in Venice by Johannes de Colonia and Johan- 
nes Manthen in 1476. The Problemata is present 
in the collection with 3 editions, and the Secreta 
secretorum with 2 editions. 

These two authors dominated the western 
spiritual and scientific world. Hippocrates ranks a 
distant third among popular authors of scientific 
and medical incunabula, based on the number of 
editions printed. Such a giant of early medicine as 
Galen ranks twenty-eighth and Guy de Chauliac, 
the most distinguished authority in the field of 
surgery, ranks forty-eighth based on the number of 
their books printed before 1501. 

Some of the most popular authors were Arnaldo 
de Villanova (among other works by him the 
Library has three editions of his popular work ti- 
tled Breviarium practicae medicinae), Anianus 
(whose Compotus manualis cum commento was 
published in 37 editions in 3 series) and Rhazes (the 
Library has the first edition of his Liber ad Alman- 
sorem, published in Milan in 1481). 

No doubt the most popular medical book, bas- 
ed on the number of editions printed, was the 
Regimen sanitatis. The regimen contains a series 
of hygienic and dietetic instructions dedicated to 
either the King of France or the King of England. 
The Library has the first edition of the work, printed 
in German in 1472, in Augsburg. The origin of the 
work is unknown, but according to Sudhoff it may 
have been based on a pseudo-Aritotelian epistle to 
Alexander the Great. 



Guy de Chauliac. Chirurgia. Venice, 
Simon de Luere. 1499. Surgical instruments 
from the second Latin edition. 
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The second, third and fourth numbers on the best 
seller list of scientific incunabula are all attributed 
to Albert the Great. These are the Liber aggrega- 
tionis, De mirabilibus mundi and De secretis 
mulierum. Albert von Bollstadt, the Dominican 
monk who later became Bishop of Ratisbon and 
was called Albert the Great or Albertus Magnus, 
did not write on medical practice, as that was for- 
bidden to the Dominicans, but he was probably the 
most outstanding naturalist of the 1 3th century. The 
Library has the second edition of one of his most 
important works, De animalibus, published in Man- 
tua, in 1479. The fifth best-seller \sSomnia Danielis, 
the book of dreams, passed down from the Mid- 
dle Ages and still popular at the threshold of the 
Rinascimento. It was printed 39 times before 1 501 . 
The Library has one copy, the eighth edition, 
printed in Rome, in 1480. The Somnia is followed 
by Wenzel Faber's astrological predictions, 
Anianus' Compotus, Mandeville's Itinerarius and 
a great number of Herbals. 

Pedacius Dioscorides is generally accepted as the 
originator of the materia medica. During his travels 
he described approximately 600 plants, one hun- 
dred or so more than Theophrastus. Hippocrates 
knew around 150 of these. Out of the 600, close 
to 100 are still in use today. The Library has the 
1499 Venetian edition of Dioscorides' De materia 
medica in Greek. Most herbals were picture books, 
usually with hand colored illustrations that added 
to their great popularity. The Library has the first 
edition of the Hortus sanitatis printed in Mainz, in 
1 491 . Because of the success of this popular work, 
printers produced more scientific books on botany. 



o 
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Border decoration and initial "Q" illuminating the title page of Vincent de Beuvais: Speculum maturate. [Nuremberg, 
Anton Koberger, 1485.] ^ 



nEAAKi'oY aioskopi'aoy anazapbe'oe 

nEPJ fAHE 1ATPJKHE BIBAfON 
nPO'TON. 



'THi 7& (beuCtxtUlLW ffKfaeieteLS It K9^ SlUHtfxl'XXS' Vjxl <fo 
tfJittrretM'JiiL *f>nvq fJ^iwr^TtTOs-i^^^^i 
/TUUTO^T^fiaTW.viK.kuarctv'rtAttf leifetavni ^eU^fftv-^lwovJIt nr ^tTM^ucov * 

A*]bij»« vis flSipyi vtoij «jv^ft«t'7M96'noi' , ui' tsi B«i<ras otv^tuc^ NiK.yf*7^j^ ITe 

It»(U.flt«flt5,c^ tuJl^o^cuJa' •^(.Sba»V'0V'n nttAftf. tiw cvlfdixv tui-mv icrtvOv i^ovat 

(P4 v-o^wJix^ I'mg foKwpavtUcjt euuTpid" Niy,fi7>l(p0f$K>v (pnatv cnw mtM j^t^t 
AeMASjj^vv/^^JCf^TJt^^.^VetJ^flOTM^u-OV, 1ewpv V'fyjgtv y«7r£»Jtl<r.*Ao£tt> </£ a 
fvKTtw cv t3vJbucf.fyj\/<*.cdvUf & *2h*.Tir)'nig opoutTtrAetsu tIw cv^fy{xv itc— 

X^fli/ ^\cv<T3» fc«.Ao v^<nytkb\^g t aod^'nZ K.f<VTtSt>v A «jc*v<« Bet/'<W7rj ) og tf? ^Jfoc'eiciiJ'. 

rfjvovv o^c5i/'7t(f , »'^>*(c*Aai//^ A<Jt H5^)tt>v<j' ivntvloMfyzo' Ttli J'znJ/xi ■»^«tflj,u» ti<^» 
cvAo/tis 6\WA/.civ t)/j.wv aKo'7r&u*Mci'Tiw cvTZKi'Tcpxyfj.ttaifA.iirnfx'Tr&fytt.o' iZu\utA^ 

/uA^jC /u>a7W TufyAxtfcfA j^^cw^.r^TM j^ij (t\ nxj SU*)x\u^q conwy outage a. - 7 ' r c^V 



Dioscorides. materia medica. Venice, Aldus Manutius, 1499. Page following index of first 
Creek edition. 
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The next best seller was probably Aristotles' Pro- 
blemata. Aristotle is at his best— wrote Garrison- 
in logic, ethics, embryology, and natural history. 
His Problemata was published 28 times between 
1473 and 1500. The Library owns the 1493 and 
1 500 editions of the work with the text beginning 
Omnes homines, including also the De vita et mor- 
tis Aristotelis. 



George Sarton, evaluating the most popular 
scientific works of the incunabula period, found 
that the two leading classes were medicine (with 
16 works) and astrology (11 works). These were 
followed by encyclopedic works (6), 
cosmographias, marvels (6), ethics (5). Others were 
astronomy, grammar, mathematics and physics, 
witchcraft, mnemonics , agriculture, chemistry, 
dreams, herbals, histories, metaphysics, 
physiognomy and chiromancy. 



During the Middle Ages the population of Europe 
was decimated by epidemics. Approximately 130 
incunabula pest tracts are known. One of the first 
plague treatises appeared in print by Heinrich 
Steinhowel in 1473. The Library has the fifth edi- 
tion of his Buchlein der Ordnung printed in Ulm 
about 1482. The De arte cognoscendi venena, by 
Arnaldo de Villanova, was published five times be- 
tween 1473 and 1475. The Library has three edi- 
tions of the work, including the first one. The book 
also includes Valesco de Tarenta's De epidemia et 
peste. The first treatise on syphilis was written by 
Konrad Schellig (Heidelberg, 1495);the second, by 
Joseph Grunpeck, appeared in 1496 in Augsburg 
and was entitled Tractatus de pestilentiali scorra 
sive mala deFrancoz. Another important work is 
Niccold Leoniceno's work on syphilis, titled De 
morbo Gallico and first published in Venice by 
Aldus Manutius in 1497, and in the same year in 
Milan by Le Signerre for Legnano. The Library owns 
both editions. 




Jncipit regimen famfatm CaJrmifanu f r«llfnnffimu 
pjoronftruarione Canitatis tonus bumani gent its 
pn iitiSiflimu. necnon a magiftro arnoloo De toilla no* 
tra catfyrlono omniu meotco^biufnu gemma "bn ;uer 
ac CrcunOtt omniu an tiquoa. me bico$ ooctrina" beraci 
tcr eipoCit (t nouiter coixcctu ac emcnbatu per egrcgj ul 
mosac meairine arris pertoffimosdxtotesmoRnife 
ftilani regente s anno mill* ffmo quaoii ge tc Ci mo octua 
geumo pieoftrtloro aceu motam trainees. 

/tgfoium re gi?ripu t icon tota (alerni 
%i tua incoiume* (i bis te rrbbere Canu: 
Curas telle graue s.trafri crebe ptopijanu 
parre me re .ct nato paru. nd Qt ribi uauu 
ajfeurgere p*epulas.fomnu fuge merioiann 
/ton mfctum mint .net comptime f oitirer anum 
%tt bene u ferues tu (onguo tempore biues . 
* £, commentum 

Jfte eft libcllus ebitus a oxtonbus Calernlenfibus in 
quo infrnbunf multar t oiuerCa ptoconCetuatloe famra. 
tie btimaneet coitus tttifte liber ab brum rem'*anglie 
Ct in tertu Ucto aucro: ponit octo bocumenta generalia 
p:o conferuationetamratid oe qutbus polka Cpeeialitet 
per oioine* brtermi nabitur. pi\ mu ergo bocumenrfi eft y 
^omo (anustoJensbtuccc aebetab eo remouere graues 
curas ./lam cure eirtecanr coipota*erqnorriftificaiitCpi« 
citus bitales.mobo Tpiritus triftee er f iccant offa.^t Cub 
tfto bocumentoctiicomptebenbibebe'c trifticiequeGmu 
liter cotpoia eitGccantmnrrlgidant.madem ctejctenua* 
nonem inbucunt -cotconftnngunttetCpirUu obtenebiit 
ingeniflebftantetrationlimpcoiunt.iuoiciuobfcurant 
H memoil4 otyttttbunttocratame*aUqui ptnguesef car 

,.a if. 



Regimen sanitatis Salernitanum. Paris, Antoine 
Caillaut, 1483. Incipit of the edition with commen- 
tary of Arnaldo de Villa Nova. Corrected by Doctores 
regentes of Montpellier, 1480. 



4L TEACIAT V S MAGJST J2 J_AR NAL O I 
D E Vij - x,AliQVAD-EARTE COGNOS 
CENDI VE NFNA Q V\\ CI VIS TIM ET 
SlBl £A_M INISTR ART 
y C\ Ime rs de uenenii caueat fibi de manu cuius reci 
\ I piee cibos fl( potu t (uot.di maxime potum uini • 
\/ ckattcdatde colore odore 5( faporeoblatorum. 
Nam quicquid non fuerit dulcis 5( deledrabilis fapor/s 
putaamari acutiacetofi ftiptici <3(pctici erit fufpetfum. 
Attamen dolofj decipiunt addendo modicum ex uenenis 
cumcibis delectabi!i9 faporis S( maxime dulcibus aceto 
fiscV acutis.Cum fnfipid is autem ficut cu carnibus 3< aqua 
cX brodio carnium (impljci nonpoffunt fic uenena addi 
finemutationefaporis.Quicquidetiam odorem babebit 
hornbilem fetidumcX lllaudabilem fufpevlum erit & ui 
tandum.necnon eaque uariorum colorum funt.ficut farfi 
tia 1 imonia 3< omnia ialfamenta uariiscoWibus colorata 
Aqua etiam iuxtaquam inbabitant animalia feureptilia 
uenenofa ert multum uttanda 

Qejgenio yefiftedi uenenis Xn ocumentit eoru priufq 
ailumantuX 

(pedit etiam tunc ut ueneno redfietia prcafTumat 
ficut ficus nux auellana piftate per fe uel cum rata 
fimul iun<fta Ex bis etiam funt cortex pomi citri 
t< 1 imonis all ia & cepe que omnia calida funt &t deo eutius 
fumi poiTunt tempore temperato5( frigido quam t3pore 
calidocVeftiuo. 

f De fignis ceftiKkc tir )uso^ quis ia ue.nenu a fT upfit.aut 
aiali uentofo ia morfus fuit5( de regimieeorii in upiucr 
fali.fl<primo de modo ^>uocidi uomitiT 3< reiriedi u:n:nu, 

fc0 n Gen/^ 



aiiumanjuj 



Arnaldo de Villa Nova. De arte cognoscendi 
venena. Mantua, Johannes Vurster, 1473. Incipit of 
first edition. 
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Brunschwig, Hieronymus. Das Buch der Vergift der Pestilentz. [Strassburg] Hans Gruninger, 1500. First edition. Woodcut from 
leaf VI. 



One of the most sought-after Regimen pestilen- 
tiae was that of Johannes Jacobi's work (the prose 
version appeared frequently under the name of 
Canutus) which appeared in 23 editions on the con- 
tinent and in three editions in England in English. 
The Library has three editions of the work. It also 
owns a copy of Simon Pistoris' rare Declaratio 
defensiva cujusdam positionis de malo Franco 
(Leipzig, 1 500) and a copy of the similarly rare work 
of Bartholomaeus Steber's A malafranczos morbo 
Callorum praeservatio ac cura (Vienna, 1497-8). 
The National Library of Medicine's copy of this lat- 
ter work would appear to be the only one in the 
United States. The many books and pamphlets 
describing, arguing about, and offering "sure" 
treatments for epidemic diseases were not com- 
pletely useless. These works helped initiate em- 
bargos during epidemics and called attention to 
hygiene. 

Medical practice in the 15th century was 
characterized by quackery and superstition, and a 



physician usually believed in astrology. One of the 
best sellers in this field was Marcus Manilius' 
Astronomica, first published in Nuremberg, in 
1473-4. The Library has the 1498-1500 Venetian 
edition. During the second half of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, Marsilio Ficino was the favorite philosopher- 
astrologer of both Cosimo and Lorenzo Medici, and 
he is represented by several incunabula in the 
Library's collection. At the same time, much in- 
terest attended editions of the freedman of 
Augustus Caesar, C. Julius Hyginus. His Poetica 
astronomica printed in Venice in 1482 by the 
famous Erhard Ratdolt is present in the Library's in- 
cunabula collection. Johann Mu'ller, known as 
Regiomontanus, is a familiar name to astrologers 
because of the system of "house division" to which 
he gave his name. In Nuremberg he published his 
trigonometrical tables and in Venice, his Calen- 
darium, helpful for astrologers and astronomers. 

The Library has a copy of the latter published in 
1485. 
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Onnm aluiuod tu'uiriarrcvireiioftre 

cprmnu 3dinucntjcftaremedici'nc0aniitatc.n.opr' 
ran'7 •Mcnian pmutit 7 crcrccrc:p qua magna tonop. 
vnliras tcibus additip quaaa»:7 tps i omnia medica 
rio:7 oifciplina ,pccdir:7 ipfius animc oparioca^i fpo: 
fitanaiitad nofcmdatotous aut ctfignands corps fa 
nitatcpxftanB.i&crirtariiaiitplidcrarioneBmuncrios 
fieri rolctcarno ncgli^cnricfcruictCB facto aliquo 7 cue 
tn rifcfprcicciiolcmue.Scd w'cctc.y.Wta b:cuc-.7 arte 
$\\x J ad qiucfccdoe labojea vd fudo:ca vtffi(nma;fa' 
crriccin fanitatia arte ofligcter digamua'.pntea lattces 
73marimdinc\pnibilrepuratee;fcd future oulcedinia 
frucrii comp7clx"dcrc ocfidcr I tC6.£t oignc quidc fine; 
rofiidctca media f m medicine oparionea:7 faluatojcs 
er multitudinepcr hob dco an nfun tc fan jror iufte ap 
pdlamur.4:rgo cii magna fefhnarione : 7 alaen tate aio 
fitariBrtanqpfladrpnacaufamaliquamcdiane app:e 
Lciifioncm: 7 ooemna feft incmua:qrn vrilitas fcftinan 
rium drca fine arris e:7 animus audientiu crefrit bene. 
j^tnoBrtilitatcarnB.pponctcBifufci'piamuBoifecnriu 
a nimosad ipfos .pprios ocfideraro?es iftius arris 1 er 
crdtanoneoifccnnuinrroduceTcsiqmmagnncrtDcri/ 
dmumomnifxnniniadfanitatisfacmcc7cuftoditricc 
artcmmedirinclcftinare.t' Ondeneceflccftnobisna' , 
ruram ipfiuscc^ofcttcqjomnisfeaqueconftarpjo " 
phamaliquanamrababeriquibus pl'o pbvlofopbus 
\Tlunfilio6PifiipiiloBamonuitPiccB:q:feireop>^afi 
lxKipfu^qo't>idturaliquidcft.£teiquaquiBinctx>at: 
.pp.n'ctateipfiuB nature feireoefcet cjd fir.amatcs igi/ 
mr medirina 7 ocfiderantes cam cognofecrepjoprerea 
inulta fdhnarionc 7 oefidcriu batcntesrirca ipfiuerd 
cognirioncoignucftpjius inquircre que fit riua nam/ 
i M » / ir,it«b»/.<i r a: led iftam nullue poreft ncibt'e oftedcre nifi fola oiffi' ' 
uino.* £(r.n.oirtinitiofermo adunatus oiu; rcru oif 
r tfxnift' cernranamra.fineBauttdoilhnenbneBTaccipiumr 
mnone ahilliBquima^Bmo:atur.!5ieut ,vofinealiquovt6 
tcstfuos agros a femctipfia oifccrnur.fieeria pi j v oiflv 
ninonecdmunia fecernctestrcm qua oitfiniuni ad fine; 
i,..., .. r .». J^p:iumDiicut.5nfincautPuoquedafunr.frjiaccnria7 
a.« f pcrfccrio:ffracctiacft inqua omnesqui rcluntartcmfu 
^.f .„»..«; amercrcrelarx>:ant:rwfeaioautqnpcrrieituropu8: 
er n * vtnauticaar8:f^iaecnabatetligna:acuto8.pice57ltup 
pam 7 bis fimilia 7 drca 13 lato:at 1 operarur perfecrio 
ncm:qnpcrrieirurnauiwvtcpTmaduif38plu8batrrad 
alii ocferat indigentefed ifta ars opifiea clt 4 <9 ftedi / 
musatit 7 logica artcm que ba tn fbiaccnna 7 pcrfecrio 
non: gramatica nacg ar8 flji'acenria.i Ixjttt.viii. partes 
OMrionis.f.nomcn .pnomcTcbum aducrbul parncipiu 
pt'uncno pxro(tnb:inrencaio:pfccti'oipfiuB vt bene ct 
apteloqui m fit u a t. iR al?o:u.j are fBiaccnna batcteiui 
lea 1 .pp:ue c j 1 1 f j a ^perfection c vt add 11 ca t m d ice 1 tudi 



cet ad qdipfequi adducit vofucrit. i 'Sim&i modo ct 

pbvlofopbya cjuc eft mater oium artul fubiaecntiam 

bata no rnaquaqj materii f; mult as:7 n ficut maqnc 

q; are fed omnia que funtadunata babct.i' •^>crfcenb 

ipliuBdrvtalTiuiilcmrCKrofinpfribflitatcbumana.vCj 

quia oftendimus cf b artes battreuibiacairia 7 pfecrio 

nem:70iffinitionc8C3ru:neccffcclr ner vnabap acri/ 

piatur materia aut er vtraqj-vt fi oifrinirc voluena gra' 

maticam er fubiaccntta folu oieas licebit.&ramaticacft 

oao partes ojanoniarpucrrcna er perfecrione arn's : q 

o(lcndittcne7aptcloqui.£titeru retbo:icaer fubiace 

ru oiffmir-rcrlxi.'icj aracqucarcadudce 7 jpnas eau 

fas trrfamraperfecnoncrtadduc3tiudicc57 mdua 

ad qdipfe roluerit.0ed 7 pbya ouasbarxt wffinirio/ 

nea:q?DieimrpByaeftcogninowiimit3ti0^2rtMeirc ^tA>tet- 

pba oium naturas gcncralitcr fubiacctes: 7nd pamcu 

larim.JIIud.n. incompjcrxfibile effet. Cj£r perfecrione 

aut oiffinttunphira eft fiimlc effe oeo.Sed q: no poflu 

bde cftamma in co:poxbabitantcer came fragdiidu 

tarn 7 inter boics oucrfa n tc oino oeum imitari : bican' 

in oirnn irionc fin bumani plTibilitate> £t dlud eft vt 

viuat lx>mo eaftua pud icua: 7 in tpe r ir fo;tis:7 lie o\\ i.' 

ditk ipfum in vita fua fimdc eflcoeo fua vol up tc. 4 ' £r 

go quia offend un u a oiffin iricca arnium fubfiftcreer fub 

iaccntia 7 jKrfecn'ccqucr3tiiuaquid fubiaceat medidnc 

7 quid batca t pfcenonis.Sigirifican'.n anedionaj et 

fuispartd^usque fedapi5vadt7inl$gtoriamr.7pn>/ _ - 

pterea pjcciofiffima barjrtfubiaccriria.f.bumaita corpa: ■*♦>• tf K «Tif"*\ 

q:inilh8Ulxi:at7jy:iiopCTjnoncinifii80lrcndit:c>' 

feehonc Ijabccvt fan iu tc perficiar.7 iftam oftedimua p *^ 

fecrion cm habere ab alijs a rnbu a:q : alie artes operant' 

circa fubiaccnria fua:no tn jjptcr ipfam fubiacenriafj vt 

oliquidaliuderipfisfaciar.Vfputa Carpentaria opera 

turiigna:fab:dis.n^rxraturdrcaligna:nd l (pter(igna: 

fed n faciat aipfte (meRra aut holhu aut aliquid alio. 

J5 imd ucr 7 nauriea ars.^edtcina mo que drca bu^ 

m ana xrrfarur co:po:a:pp boe fepuis inciderc mcdita 

tur medieus: no fl)rer alrndfed vt a Ixx fadat fanitate. ' 

£rgo oifnn len d a eft medidna a fubiaccn tia:tneedo q: 

medirina eft arsrirca I jumana co?po:a vcrfans . £r p.- 

fem'oncvtfanitateperficiat:7fKoirrinimu8mcdu:mi 

fmfubutcnna'~perteaionc<' £?edq:mu!ti odudut 

pljoe anttquoe-.oieedocp ncc ars eft medirina : neejj alt 

ud aliquid videamuegeneralcoiura artul oiffin irione, 

7 verramus ad medicina:vtoftcndamu8 q: vcrariter i 

ar8.£5cneralis oium artul oifrtu itiocft collccrio er com 

pKlxiifispmcditataadquadi vrditatc vitcaptiflima. 

4 £"ollccno3uteftcongrcgatio7coneurfiocr copX' 

Ixnlio pmedirata:7parncu]atim cr mulria in vnu reda 

na^ £tcaufaercinplifl)onarurita:finrerunt quida; 

in^ciiLHvbopcrjccad towwquaoolari poffct Itgno 



Galen. Opera. Venice, Philippus Pincius, 1490. First edition. First page after Tabula. 
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« Secundum 

i( CA1I PLINII^SECVNDi NAT VRALIS HISTORIAE LIBER SECVNDVS, 

{[AnFinitus Sit Mundus.Et An Vnus« Cap.i. 

VNDVMET HOC Q^VOD NOMINE ALIO CAELVM 
appellari libuit:cuius circuflexu tegutur cuncla nume ee:credi p 
elt;eternum:immefum*ne$ genitummeq* iteritup: unc] Hums ex 
tera idagarc:nec itereft:hominu:neccapit huanx coieclura mens 
Sacer eft:aeternus:imefus:rotus i toto:imo uero ipe:rotu finin?$& 
infinito fimilis omniu rej* certus:& fimilis incerto.Exrra intra cu 
da coplexus in feudemqj rerum naturae opus:& rerc ipa nafuia.fii 
roreft mefura eius animoquofdaagitalTe«atq} f>dereaufos. Alios 
rurfus occaflioehinc fumpta:authis data inumerabi les tradidifle 
mudosuit totidem rep* naturas credi oporteret.Aut fi ua oes icu* 
baret:totide tamen foles totide<j lunas:& cetera etia" i uno & im 
menfa & innumerabilia fydera:quafin6 eadem qftionc:femperin term To cogitationis occurfura de 
fyderio finis ahcuius. Aut fi haec ifimtas naturae omnium artifici poflit affignarimo illud idem i uno 
facilius fit intelligi tanto pfertim opere.Furor e ^fefto:furor:egredi ex eo:& tanc] interna eius aicTa 
plane iam lint notauta fcrutari extera:quafi uero mefura ullius rei pofiitager qui fui nefciat.-aut mes 
h omini s uiderae quae mundus ipfe non capiat: ii De Forma Eius.Ca<ii« 

ormam eius: in fpeciemorbis abfoluti globatam eflemome iprimis:& cofenfus i eo mor 
JL*$ 4 t^liu orbem appellatium:Sed 5c argumenra rerum docentmo folum quia talis figura om 
J( d { niDus fui pambus uergit i fefe:ac fibi ipfa tolerada tft:feq; includit& continet nulla a- eges 
compaginuuiec finem autinitium ullis fui partibus fenties:nec quia ad motum quo fubide uerti de 
beat( ut mox apparebit) talis aptiffima cibSed oculorum quo$ probationer conuexus medius cj 
cu<j c«natut:cum id aecidete m alia non poflit figura* 
- J ^ (f ~DeMottiEius» Cap.iii: 

Ancergo forma eius:xtenio & irrequieto ambiru £enarrabiIiJceleritate«xxiiii«horarum fpa 
tio circumagi folis exortus & occafus haud dubiu reliquef :an fit imrnefus.& ideo fcnfum 
igUuriu facile excedens.Tatac molis rotate uertigine affidua fonitus no equidem facile dixe 
rimmonhercle magis q ciralaftorum fimul tinnitus fydep>::fuofqj uoluentiu orbes»An dulci qnide 
&incredibili fuauitate cocentus nobis qui intus agimus iuxta diebus nocTibufqj tacitus labitur mu/ 
dus:e(fe innumeras ei effigies aialium rerum<$cunctari:impreflas*Necuti uolucium notamusouis 
laeuitatecontinualubricum corpus:quod clanffimi auftores dixere tenerum. aigumentis indicatur 
quonia inde deciduis rerum omnium femmibus innumerae i mari pra:cipue:ac pleruq? confufis mo 
ftrifice digeneramur efrigies.praeterea uifus pbatione alibi plauftrhalibi urfntauri alibi .alibi lirtcrac 
fiawacandiore medio fuper uerticem circulo. t| Curfu Mundus Dicatur. Cap.iili* 

Quidem & confenfu gentium moueor.Nam quern cofmon grarci nomine orname 
fl ^ ■ "t tiappellauerut:eum &nos a perfefta abfolutaqj elegatia mundum4 Caelum qnidem baud 
^s»4t--*i dubie cadati argumeto diximius:ut iterpretatur«M»Varro« Adiuuat rerum ordo d.efciipro 
diculoqui fignifer uocatur i»xii:animalium effigies:& per illas folis curfu cogiuens tot facculis ro. 
*Sf DeQjjattuorElementis. Cap«/< 

W 9 . Ec de elemetis uideo dubitari quattuor ea efle.igniu fummo:inde tot ftellarum colluceiv 
fttiumilIosoculos#proximufpiritus:quemgraici noftricg eodem uocabuloaere appellant 
* f Vitale hulic:&p cunfta rerum meabilem: totoq* cofertum.Cuius ui fufpenHim cu quarto 
aquarum eleniento librari medio fpatii tellure.ita mutuo complexu diuerfitaris effici nexum:& l^uia 
pundetibus inhiberi:quo minus euolent»Contra<5 grauia ne ruant fufpendi leuibus in fublimc ren 
dentibus Sic pari in diucrfa nifu ui fua que<j cofiftere irrequieto mundiipfius coftiicla circuitiuquo 
femperin fe currenteimaat<aj media in toto terram eademqj uniuerfo cardine ftare pendente libra 
temp que pendeai ita folam immobile circa earn uolubili uniuerfitate:eandemq; ex omnibus ne-* 
ftheidemqj omnia innitu ^ De Septem planetis* cap.yi. 

' ^ *Nter hanc celumqj eodem fpiritu pendet certis difcreta fpatiis.yihfydem que ab Ice flu uo 
camus errantia:cuerrent nulla minus illis»Quorum medius fol fertur aphflima m.igniru 
dineacpoteftateuiectemporum modo terrarumq?:fed n/dcrum etiam ipfonitn ccliq? ic^ 
ftor.Hucmundi efletotius<animum:ac planus mentem«Huncpnncipale nature regimen ac mime 
credeie decet opera eius.extimates«Hic luce icbus mimftiat:aufiet^ tentbras«hic rciiqua fjden oc 




Pliny the Elder. Historia naturalis. Venice, Joannes Alvisius, 1499. First page of Book 2. 
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fbjobleumara ^reftote 
lis oeterminanria multas 

qiirftionro oc varqe ccnpoui) bumanop ©ifpfiriontbua 
TaUJcaudimtibua fuaues CumeuiTdon Sreftotdis via 
rt mouc marice ©tfcripta 5>ubiuncti8 metrowm cum in 
tcrtincaU glofa fentcnrulibua tjpofinorubue . 




Aristotle. Problemata. Cologne, Heinrich 
Quentell, ca. 1493. Fifth edition, with the Vita, 
text beginning: Omnes homines. Title page. 

st^alafrancjoemotbo gallop 
p:eferuatio ac€ura a^artbolo 
meo Stcbcr ftliehnenfi artium % 
medicine t>octo:e nuper edita* 




Steber, Bartholomaeus. A malafranczos morbo Gallorum 
praeservatio ac cura. [Vienna, Johann Vinterburg, 1497-8] 
First edition. Title page. 



fcractatus oe pelftlentia 

USco :ra fiuc mala tc fnnooeQ ttgwc. "Rrmcdiaqs 
cuifdem connncn0^opilaru6 a vcnerabtti vtrolftagtv 
ftro 3ofcpb 6runprck oe BurckbaoTenfupcamuna 
qorda £^ (ham Buru vmulqi tune p:ofdTows; 

23co:raoefTanrtbi0 




Grunspeck, Joseph. pestilential'/ 
scorra. Cologne, Cornells de Zieriksee, ca. 
1500. Fifth edition. Title page. 



Numerous almanacs were printed, usually on 
one sheet, helping both physician and members of 
private households to plan the year in advance: to 
know what to do, and what to fear, in certain 
months of the year. The almanacs usually includ- 
ed short medical instructions, depending on the 
months of the year and the standing of the con- 
stellations. One of the early printed almanacs in the 
Library's possession was published in Nuremberg 
in Latin in 1487 and is the only copy in the United 
States. Another almanac of which there is only one 
copy in the country is in German published by 
Jakob Honiger in around 1493. 

At the end of the century more and more 
"specialized" works appeared, discussing one or 
two parts and functions of the human body. These 
included Gilles de Corbeil's De urinis (Padua, 
1483), De pulsibus (Padua, 1484) and De urinis et 
de pulsibus (Venice, 1494-5) all present in the 
Library's incunabula collection. Benevenutus 
Grassus' De oculis (Ferrara, 1474), Matteolo de 
Perugia's De memoria (Rome, about 1474, Milan 
1475, Rome about 1490) are also present in the 
Library's collection. Michele Savonarola's De 
febribus was published once in Bologna (1487) and 
twice in Venice (1496, 1498). The Library has the 
latter two editions. 
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The most important author on surgery was Guy 
de Chauliac. His Chirurgia appeared in several 
French, Italian, Spanish, and Latin editions. The 
Library owns the Venetian 1480, 1493, 1498 and 
1499 editions of the work. Another author of 
surgery, Guglielmo da Saliceto, is represented in 
the collection by the French edition of his La 
cyrurgie (1492) and the Italian edition of the same 
work entitled La ciroxia vulgarmente fata (1486). 

The works specializing in surgery were adequate 
for the average surgeon of the time. The "general 
practicioner's" instructional works were the Prac- 
tica and in old German the Versehung. A represen- 
tative work in this field is Valasco da Tarenta's Prac- 
tica (the Library has the 1490 and the 1500 Lyons 
editions) which discusses the symptoms of sickness 
followed by the description of the suggested cure. 
The anonymous Versehung von Leib, Seele, Ehre 
und Gut tries to be more comprehensive. The 
Library has all three known editions of the work. 
We may classify as "practica" Johannes de 
Ketham's Fasciculus medicinae even if it does not 
follow the usual pattern of the practica. It was very 
popular because of its folio-sized anatomical illu- 
strations which are clear and instructive for the 
period. The incunabula years witnessed four Latin, 
one Italian and three Spanish editions. The Library 
has the 1 495 and 1 500 Venetian editions in Latin. 




Ketham, Johannes de.Fasciculus medicinae. Venice, 
Joannes and Gregorius de Gregoriis, 1495. 
Uroscopy chart. 





Hlcmtomitt; 




0 cote!) Bye 
maynmtgvnno 
3fncnl)alt folu 

ftatiDen totxv* 
m Go iff Die Det 
•bwtmettenjfyrifr gemeftooffDienaefytioI 
genoen Stuck vnDmaynunggejetjt vitDtP 
grunt nritftrner Jnenljaiuoea oas oarw 
Hontrffrig iff. Cxum e rften ooff Die »er|e> 
pang oea leybs iitkr5ckt><jvt naet) Dem tint 
iDen krackenfid) in feinetkvcmdfyayt felb* 
jBoerjeben wmrigud). Sooutel) ecgotec 
■erfeljiing gar notnrflhg wd von Dec wrfc 

* 

Versehung von Leib, Seele, Ehre und Gut. Nuremberg [Peter Wagner, 14]89. First edition. Verso of title page 
and leaf 1. 
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Some of the most sought after and enjoyed 
readings of the 16th century were encyclopedias, 
chronicles, and histories. Rhazes (Muhammad ibn 
Zakanya, Abu Bakr, al-RazT) was the author of one 
of the great medical encyclopedias of the Arab- 
speaking world. The Library has a good copy of this 
incunabulum, the only edition printed in the 1 5th 
century, entitled Liber Elhavi id est Continens artem 
medicinae (Brescia, 1486). This work is larger than 
the popular Canon of Avicenna. The most impor- 
tant scientific incunabulum in Hebrew was the 
Canon medicinae by Avicenna (Ibn Sma), publish- 
ed in 1491 , in Naples. A leading historical work on 
the "best seller list" is Pliny the Elder's famous 
Historia naturalis published in 18 incunabula edi- 
tions. This work was one of the main sources of 
scientific knowledge until the end of the sixteenth 



century. The Library has 4 Latin and 2 Italian edi- 
tions of the work. A very popular work with visitors 
to the Library is Hartmann Schedel's Liber 
Chronicarum, published in Nuremberg by Anton 
Koberger in 1493. It contains several hundred il- 
lustrations depicting Medieval cities, popes, 
philosophers, and the most famous medical doc- 
tors from the beginning of Western civilization until 
1480. 



The publication of important collected works of 
scientific and medical authors began slowly. Not 
only was there little demand for them, but also the 
costs of producing the opera of voluminous authors 
were great. For example, Galen's Opera omnia (in 
Latin) was published late (in Venice in 1490) and 
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Synonyma Simorus Genuenfis. 



n 



Cognita n»n plene mediae nofarerii 
Prdere ,ppotui:quo luuet arasop?. 
Si qui uolui tide ncn polfe negaui: 
Adu ttua f ans eft hoc uoluuTe fans. 

"Iff ^H^ ^l Omino fuoprecipuodno 
I BS if Magiftro campanoddint 
&\ P J F e ca p e " ano canoraco 

^?j*t , ^3| parilienfi Simon ifimus 

fubdiacon' (e lpfu.Ex debito opufcu 
lum ia dudu a uobis poftulatii quad 
ahquid utile cdnnens cii qua'ta potui 
diligetiaquahtercunq;adhnem ufqj 
pductum ingcio ufo dmgerecenlui 
ludicidum ec (i fupplici rcgarui det 
* audacia ena' corngedum :dumodo tm 
pbiloforbie culme adbuiufmodi ui- 
lianon dedignet'defcedtre.nec certe 
mibtdeeft ab impio ufo prefumpno 
nam uos ipfi boc iplil mibi lufliftts: 
magna" em i eoptem ufam fenno ut 
fi calumniabile qmcq connnet :non 
mi us uobis q mibi babetis ignofcere 
cognofc ebans na'qj r ui fpaftis .porro 
fi aliqd utile cotinet:uobis afcribedu 
eft.-pofTeflio enfnfa eopus et auctor. 
Subfcripta prefario no uobis ut uo- 
bis dingitur:fed ut ea cetens fi hbet 
et ut hbet in publicum dingatis. 

Enerabili uiro magiftro fimdi 
I geuenfi drii pape fubdiacono et 
^ , \apellao canonico rotbomagen 
fi amico fuo canlTimo rjq frarn Ca 
panus ciufd^m drii pape capellanus 
canc'ic" 1 parifiefis falutc:et quicqd e 
optabile fane menti .Grade donil nup 
acaritate ufa 1 ercp p religfofu uiru 
pi lore dc paucr.io quod fuu a me cii 





tanta lucuditate receptum :cu quanto 
defideno fuerat diunus cxpectatii: 
Mifiltiscni mibi claue fanitatis ;sie 
qua no uiget apud latinos ars de 1 ge 
mo fanitatis ego em fic uf m librii in 
□tulaui.Clauis fanatidis elaborata p 
magiftrii limo .em genuenfem ddini 
papefubdiaconuetcapellanu medicii 
quddi f elicis recordatdis dm Nicolai 
pape quarti q fuit pn'us papa de or 
die mioy.Quippe queadmodii p cla 
ue e igreiTus i domu ita p libru uf m 
eft fgreftus 1 cognmde cui ay cgritu 
dinu :na p lpiii inueiutur res ufibus 
buanis ad bac cura neceftarie ficut f 
domo p daue apta inueiutur res u(i 
bus buanis accdmode.Sed ;n in -rd 
admirationi mibi ucit picf..n lu-n c 
dlriofquocdnnef reRidcob' -..r 
units ualdedifliclic ctdidtc^ii . t'.'-i 
gablllS ccrttrudoet quis aped 
lib.-OR: mulntudocopiolahngula. c u 
men donii dei reputo q> ra put - i.~ 
tanta potucrut ccuenicntia p lUicem 
copulari.None lgif eius uniitasocul 
tada ne mento fiatis iilis feruo ncq 
q taletii receptu a dno luo abiens fo 
dit et abfeendit fub terra* prefertf cii 
ueritas ipfa dicat dm peteti te fnbue 
nec abfeonde qa nihil bem"^ abipfa 
ilia ueritate non accepi"us:d;o. ; tc apo 
ftolo qd hcs:q, no accepiPa :'nec ti'ea 
tis fi liber uefter pcedit i lucequom.. 
totus lucidus e:et tcnebre m eo nulle 
funt .Et q forfan nitef a!iqd eius in 
fn'gerexadet fub rubore tcftiu "due 
tOFK.gaudetcigif banlTimedeiragno 
uigihq; labore que^p illi''opis cdrila 
nde portaftisdatinitate qmdocuiftis 
exercere pnecefTanu fgciii fanitatis: 
drcba quod uerfatur tota medicine 
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Simon of Genoa. Synonyma medicinae, sive Clavis sanationis. 
Milan, Antonius Zarotus, 1473. Large initial "D" in gold, red Avicenna. Canon medicinae. Naples, Aznel ben Joseph de 

and blue and coat of arms of owner. Cunzenhausen, 1491. First page of Hebrew text in vol. III. 
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Cart der Gesundheit. Mainz. Peter Schoeffer, 1485. The 
male mandragora. Colored in brown, green and yellow. 



Hortus sanitatis. Mainz. Jacob Meydenbach, 1491. First edi- 
tion. Chopping of herbs. Colored in pink, yellow and green. 



only once during the incunabula years partly 
because of the great expense. While we have no 
knowledge of the exact price of the first Latin edi- 
tion, A. Asulanus, who edited and published the 
first Greek edition of the same work (Venice, 1 525), 
charged 30 golden florins for the three large un- 
bound volumes in Basel in 1526. By comparison, 
a physician earned an average of 1 6 golden florins 
a year, a baker 12, and a schoolmaster 3.5 during 
the same period. The National Library of Medicine 
has both the 1490 (Latin) and the 1525 (Greek) 
Venetian editions. 

Aside from its historical and scholarly impor- 
tance, any incunabula collection is a great treasure 
for a library: a treasure in the sense of "first," in 
the sense of "old" and in the sense of "rare." Fine 
contemporary or later bindings and illustrations add 
to the esthetic feeling of holding such a book. From 
the scientific point of view, however, these works 
often have shortcomings. First, as has already been 
mentioned, the early printers did not publish the 



best ancient and mediaeval literature, but only 
what seemed likely to sell best. Second, during the 
Middle Ages many Greek authors were available 
only in corrupt Latin translations. The world had 
to wait another century or so until better-educated 
printers, including famous humanist-printers, 
republished the Greek works in new translations 
by humanist scholars such as Niccolo Leoniceno, 
Gulielmus Copus, Guillaume Plancy, Johann 
Reuchlin, and others. Items in the National Library 
of Medicine's incunabula collection have been 
selected with great care by scholar librarians since 
the end of the last century. Consequently the 
Library has one of the finest collections of medical 
incunabula in the world. The Library's History of 
Medicine Division continues to build the collection, 
albeit at a slow rate because of the rarity and cost 
of such works. The collection is an invaluable 
resource for scholars studying the history of an- 
cient, medieval and Renaissance medicine and 
science. 
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